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Sanitary reports from the Mexican border. 

Laredo, Tex. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Hamilton reports May 11 as 
follows : On the morning of May 10 a passenger on the through Mexi- 
can train took oath that neither he nor his baggage had been in an 
infected port for the past ten days. I found a trunk that had been 
stamped at Vera Cruz on May 6, 1899, and when he claimed trunk I 
told him that he would have to return to Mexico, and have baggage 
disinfected. He at first wished to go on, but could offer no proof, except 
his own statement that he had not been in Vera Cruz on the above date, 
so he returned and I disinfected his baggage and personal effects by the 
sprinkling method, and will not allow him to enter until specified time. 
I hold the trunk on the American side of the boundary. If it had not 
been for the Vera Cruz stamp on this man's trunk he would have 
entered. I believe he took a false oath, at least as regards his baggage, 
but prosecution would tend to warn others, and they would remove 
label from trunks after leaving Vera Cruz, and in that way prevent 
detection. The baggage from Tampico is not labeled nor dated, there- 
fore can not be detected in that way. I will disinfect all baggage from 
Vera Cruz that has left there after quarantine season unless person can 
prove that baggage was disinfected sometime after leaving there, regard- 
less of the time person has left said port. If I am not right in so doing, 
please send me instructions as to the time baggage is safe after leaving 
an infected port like Vera Cruz. The person himself might be con- 
sidered safe after five or ten days. The State of Texas requires ten 
days. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hamilton reports, May 17, as follows : 

I continue to inspect all incoming passenger trains from Mexico. 

May 10. Eefused entry to 1 man from Progreso, Mexico, via Vera 
Cruz, three days out from Vera Cruz. I disinfected his baggage by the 
sprinkling method, he returned to Mexico, and his baggage, after disin- 
fection, was forwarded to St. Louis, Mo. 

May 13. Eefused entry to 1 lady, two days out from Tampico, desti- 
nation New Orleans, La. I have disinfected her baggage and she is 
still in quarantine at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. 

May 14. Eefused entry to 1 man, four days from Tampico, who is still 
in quarantine at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. As the Mexican authorities 
are very irregular about running their steam disinfector, I am disinfect- 
ing most of the baggage at the State disinfecting house by the sprinkling 
method, with formalin. The physician sent by the State of Texas to 
investigate the condition and extent of yellow fever at Monterey, Tam- 
pico, and Vera Cruz, did not visit Tampico nor Vera Cruz, bat reports 
no yellow fever at Monterey, Mexico, but some smallpox, some yellow 
fever at Tampico, and a good deal at Vera Cruz. Conditions at Mon- 
terey favorable for an epidemic if yellow fever is introduced there. I 
understand the federal sanitary board of Mexico is taking some steps 
to prevent the introduction of yellow fever into Monterey from Tam- 
pico. As soon as I learn full particulars I will inform you what they 
have done, or propose to do. 

I inclose mortality report of Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, for the week 
ended May 13. You will notice 1 death from smallpox. The city 
physician of Nuevo Laredo informed me that he had 2 new cases for 
the above week, showing smallpox still existing there, for which reason 
I wish to continue the quarantine guards at the foot bridge and ferry. 
The smallpox report for Laredo, Tex., is 2 cases. No deaths for the 
week ended May 13. 
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Eeport of inspectors at international foot bridge for the week ended 
May 13, 1899 : Vaccinated, 13 ; deported immigrant mendicants, 3 ; 
examined and passed without vaccination, 3,510 ; total examined, 3,526 ; 
total number persons crossing bridge for week reported, 6,332, not 
including children under 8 years. Number of passengers entered on 
Mexican National Eailroad for week ended May 13 : Monterey, 72 ; 
San Luis Potosi, 13 ; City of Mexico, 50 ; total from all places, 230. I 
mention Monterey, San Luis Potosi, and City of Mexico separately as 
they have direct railroad communication with Tampico or Vera Cruz. 
Passengers can reach Laredo, Tex., from Vera Cruz by railroad in forty- 
eight hours, according to time card furnished me by Mexican National 
Eailroad Company. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Cerebrospinal meningitis — Abstract of replies received to circular requesting 

information. 

[Continued from last Public Health Reports.] 

Virginia— Alexandria.— From October 1, 1898, to May 20, 1899, 20 
cases and 10 deaths have been reported. 



Smallpox in the United States as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States 
Marine-Hospital Service, December SI, 1898, to May 26, 1899. 
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Alabama : 


Feb.24 






Smallpox reported. 


Dec. 10-Jan. 20 , 


10 








Do. 




Dec. 25-Jan. 20 




2 










Smallpox reported. 






1 










Do. 




do 






Do. 




do 






Do. 










Do. 




do 






Do. 




Jan. 2-May 12 

Feb 24 


32 










Do. 










Do. 






96 
















Jan 27 






Do. 




do 






Do. 














139 


2 


Officially reported. 




Jan.27-Mar. 1 

Sept. -May 13 

do 




Arkansas : 


8 


1 








California: 


90 

1 

2 


14 










Feb. 19 


1 




















94 


15 


Do. 




Nov. 25-Mar. 31 




Colorado : 


38 
2 
24 
12 
60 


5 










Dec. 1-Jan. 31 














Dec.l7-Jan. 81.... 


4 










136 
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Do. 



